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1. Name
historie ' Pennsy'lvani a Rai'l road Stati on

and,,oi.common The Pennsy Depot

2. Lbcation
street&number 1001 Lillian Street N/A- not tor publication

cily, town Hobart llVA vicinity of

Indi ana 0.|8 county La ke code 089

3. Glassification
Categoryr Ownership

- 
district 

- 
public

X UuilOing(s) X private

- 
structure 

- 
both

Public Acquisilion

Status

- 
occupied

X unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

_ government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ mus€um

- 
park

- 
private residence

- 
religious

- 
seientific

- 
transportation

X other: Vacant

- 
site

- 
object 

- 
in process

N/i"'nn 
considered

4. Owner of Property
name Hobart Historical Society. Inc.

streetanumoer 706 E. Fourth Street, P.0. Box 24

city, town Hobart NfA vicinity ol state Ind i ana 46342

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry ol deeds, etc. Recorder' s Off i ce

street & number Lake County Government Center

city, town Crown Point srare Indiana 46307

6. Repre$entation in Existin Surveys
N/A has this property been determined ellgible? 

-yes 
X*- ro

-- faderal 
- 

state _ cosnry _ bcal

dGposltory lor curvey rccorde N/A

clty, town rtrtc



Descri tion
Condltion Cheek one
_ excellent __- deteriorated . *., unaltered

=- 
good 

-- 
ruins X _ attered

.zr_ lair _ unexposed

Ghech one
-.-X original site
.**, moved dale

Describe lhe preeent and originar {if hnownt physicar app€arance
The Pennsylvan'ia Railroad Station is a one-story-luilding with a hipped roof. The plan'is roughly rectangu'lar and is 25, x 65,. rrre buildinf ir".rv*n uta'irJ"tf.r-ind southfacades) by three bays (east and..west racadei)-wide...-Ihe prin'u.v material is pressedbrick wh'ich was produced at the Kulage Briiivu"o in Hobirti r[. tracks are along thesouth slde of the building -.v-'

The north and south facades of the building are nearly identica'|. A three-bay, gable-roofed central pavilion projects from each"oi ih"t. ficades. In the center of thepavjljon js a olazed, paneled double door. Th; door is flankeJ on each side by a window.Over the door ind each'wjndow ii a oracketed, h'ip roofed awning. Above the awning inljne w'ith the door is a round arch formgi Ot'coui^seO brict<, wiin a fan.tight. At eachcorner of .the-projecti!g pavjlion are wll outtresses of brf c[, wrrtch form ,,shou'lders,,
at the ends of the gable. The raking trim ii u-simp1.."..rf6d fa.scia and cornice,with square tiles placed at regular intervuii.-
There are two bays on each sjde of the.pavilion. 0n the north side of the building, eachof these bays contains a double-hung wjiroow *ii't-tz tigfiti-oul.-on*. 0n the sourh side,the westernmost bay contains a single door. All winoowi-preientli.have metal securitybars; onlv one of these is thousht [o be originii. i5."-rSil"iiioi;).- -

The east end of the building has a concrete
flanked by two snort windowi. The west enJ

platform and frerlght door in the center,
has three double-hung, nine-over-nine wfndows.

surroundini rhe building at ground level, above a course of vertical bricks, is a courseof 1arge, rounded bricki, foiming a 10" nui"r'iuutu.- ir..ounitng the top of the buildingis a sold'ier course which forms the window liniels and a'lso underscores the unusualcurved soffit' soffjt and gable tr^im is of a cement-type stucco, with exposed aggregate.The soffit terminates in a boxe! sutter. rne nippJO .i,oi,-originally slatewith tilecaps, is now covered with asphalt-shjngles.
A part'ia1 basement,20' x ?4', is under the freight area on the east. The ground flooris d'ivided jnto four Taio! areas. The double dodrs on the noith and south sides open'into the main, central waiting. room. The waiting room has a high, anched ceiling. Tothe east is a freight room wiih access provided 5y the doubie'doors on the east end, aswelr as from the.wailing room. There ii also-a restroom at this end. 0n the west endof the bujldjng is the ladies'waiting.oor ino restroom to the north, and the stationagent's office on the south. The office can be entered through ln.-a,ior'ut-tii.'west endof the south s'ide.
The interjor walls and ceiJ..ing_are lathe and plaster, with wood trjm, and floors are oak.The jnside of the exterior walls are glazed Oi.ict. ' ' .--
Alterat'ions include the freight platform (date unknown), and a single door to the freightroom from the south side, which was remoddleO into a winOow sometime before 1924. Atthe west end, the off ice was enlarged- by extending an 'inter jor wal l to the weii-oirts,idewai1, eliminating a passage from the laijes'waiting room to the track side (date unknown).



nificance
Pcrlod
*- prehislorlc
_ 14011499
_ 1500-1599
_ 1600-1699
_ 17011799

v 18011899
-^ 1900-

- 
agriculture

- 
archllecture

_ art
"- commerce

_._- economics

-.- 
educatlon

_- engineering

Arear of Signifleancc-Check and justity below
*- archeology-prehistorlc __._* community planning
__archeology-historic *_conservation --.- - landscape architecture _.___- religion

_* law - _,, science
__ literalure -_ sculpture
_ military __ soclal/
_ music humanitarian

-, 
philosophy _ theater

.-- politicsi'government _X__ transportalion
-- other (speciry)- 

communications -L
explorationi settlement
industry
invention

Specilic dates 1 91 '|- 
.| 

912 Builder'Architect Price & McDanahan, phi I adel phia, pA

Statemcnt of Significance f|l C Fd4!r+|rl
Hobart's Pennsy Depot is the most important remaining symbol of the railroad,s role.inthe growth and development of the citi. Not only did"th;;uiriouo attract setilers tothe young community, but jt a'lso prompted the developm;;i oi jndustry along its route,most notably the br.ick and tile industries.
Because of Lake county's location at the southern end of Lake M'ichigan and east of chicago,railroads from the east and southeast had to build u.rorr-ihu ur.u to reach chicago. Thefirst phase of railroad building in the arei eitenaeo from l8si to .1B65. 

Rtirrougn rourrailroads were constructed throJgh the arei-in tnir-p.rloo,'ir.,. pittsbungh, Fort l,rayneand chicagots route was the most direct to both ffricago and eastern cities and the mostconvenient for farmers, businessmen, and manufactureri in the ientral and northern areasof the county.
The P'F'ld' & c (later the Pennsylvanja Railroad) reached valparaiso in the early tg50s,where lack of funds stalled its progress. oeorge Earle, rouiJer of Hobart in lbqz,
ffi;Tflrtlil:'ffioj|! itlli:il's prosr6ss throusn ilobart,-ino-Ioniteo rand ror irre ri!rrt-or-
Hobart became an important sh'ipping center for the area and a timber trade was established.(One source reports that.chicabb's-Lake it"..i plank roua *ur built of lumber from Hobart,and the first cedar block road-'in chicago 

"ui-rlo. of blo.[ iuw.o at Hobart.) Richdeposits of clay in the Hobart area forfred the basis of a uriil and tile industry. By.|882, four bric"kyards as well as a pottery were established uiong wjth various other manu-facturers' Al'l the brickyards were'tocatlo on-or near the pennsylvania line, firmlylinking Hobart's major iniustry to that .uif.oul.
After the civ'il !9f'Lake county experienced a second phase of railroad building. Thisphase began in .l874 

and extenoeo trri^ough the iurn or the century with the heaviest activ-itv occuffins in the l880s. The_New Y6rk, chicaso and st. rouit'aN;.k;i;;;i;) ,uas con-structed through Hobart in 'I881-82. The t'ticlei Ftate orierei-iurr.nger and f reight serv jceand maintained a small, wooden station on center street in uobart from.that time *ntil theeariy'1930s. The station no longer exjsts. in feee,-ihe Ei;;;,;ofiet and Eastern(chicago 0uter Belt Line) began'op"ruling-i..igf't service'to-Hobart. The ,,J; *u, a freight1 ine, cor:necting the various'raili"oaJs rinning"i'nto chicago
Although these two railroads offered some-competition for. freight and passenger service,the Pennsylvania Railroad majndajned its teaoertr'ip in Hobari 5..urr. of its extensivesystem which provided ready Eccess_to other parts 9I tl," corntry--ir"-Urin'i..ight unApassengers, and because the maior local shippers-the_bri.lkyard!-had locateJ ilong thePennsylvania line. The greatei impact of tIe-Nickel p:.:e "uno-in. ,,J,, was that, becausethe three lines intersecied iust south of the Jowntown area, Hobart became an importantfreight transfer po.int for the three railroads.

.^! .'; ":a- -: -ta -:'T- -
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the t'ile and brick works through the early decades of the 20th

evidence that the volume of business in Hobart iustified the
expend'itures to upgrade to a brick station when the time came t0
.|910.

are to repair structural damage, and to renovate th':
use.
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Continuation sheet Pennsy]vania Railroad Sta. ltem number

Although Hobart,s role as a shipping point.for Lake county diminished as more and more

ra.ilroads extended their trackage airott the countv, lhe growth.of Hobart's clay-based

industri., urrr.iJ i gooo volum6 of business for the Pennsylvania Railroad in Houart'

At the turn of the centuryo the Pennsy Depot employees'included the stat'ion agent, day

and night operators and two clerks, as well as repajr crews.

The contj nued strength of
century provide further
Penn sy1 van j a Ra'i I road ' s
rep'lace the faci 1 i tY i n

The two major yards were the National Fireproofing Company and the Kulage Brick Company.

In .1909 the Nationif Fiieproofing Company bovered-35 acrei, emp1oyed.125 workers, and had

i .upiiitv of z0-lons or tin'ishel p"obuci per, day. Tl.y manufactured f!repr:of bu'i'lding

tile and terra cotta which was shibped from theji yards north_of and adiacent to the
pennsy'lvania tracks. The other majbr yard, the Kulage Brick Company, special'ized in
pr.iila bpick and employed about 100 workers at that time. Ku'lage was located in the

same area as Nat'ional Fireproofing, but south of the tracks.

As modes of transportation chansed and the railroads declined, passenger and freight
serv.ice from the Hobart Depot ciwjndled. Gradual'ly, the.clay-based industries exhausted

irre toiat ctay anciTor.rot.a tn.ir works. As locll business fell off, so the Pennsy

Oepot jn Hobart faded in'importance until jt was ciosed in the ear'ly .|970s., 
.Although

Amtnak and conraiT-iiill mii<e heavy use of the former Pennsylvanja Railroad tracks
through Hobart, local business is-reduced to two commuter trains per day: 'long

d.istaice passenger and freight service is accommodated elsewhere.

In l9g3 the Depot was purchased from Consolidated Rail corp. (ConRail). Earlier, ConRail

had deeded some of the adjacent iunl io itt. city df Hobart. This land is now developed

ii tfr. pennsy parf anO aUits the station properiy to the east. To the west is the

present ConRail/Amtrak parking'lot'
Although some alterations were made over the years-raising the baggage-room floor to
accommodate truck deliveri.r, .niarging the oitice, and rep'lac'i!9 the slate roof wjth
;rph;ji irringt.-tn. originai confj!uritions can be restored. 0n the whole, the Depot

ir'not g"uuiiv altered and retains iisoriginal appearance on the orig'ina1 site.

Current plans for the station
build'ing for a new, compat'ible
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9, Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name F;rtage
UT M Flelerences
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el i I

cl r I
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Quadrangle scale I :24000
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ll,l,,l
Easting

ll,lr,.l

ll,lll

l.'l'li'l
Northing

lrlrl',1
lrl,lr,l
lrl'lr'l

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counlies lor

state N/A

properties overlapping state or county boundaries

cocle county

slate county code

1 1, Form Prepared By
name/title El jn B. Christ'ianson, President

organization Hobart Historical Society, Inc. date ,June 29, .l983

srreer & number 14.l Beverly Eoulevard terephone 219/942-5536

city or town Hobart state Indi ana 46342

12. State ]listoric Preservatiosr Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

-_ 
nQonal __ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Olf icer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8$"
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according lo the criteria and procedures set forth by the l.lptional Park

Stale Historic Preservation Oflicer signature

tle Indiana State Histonic Preservation date 1-24-84
For NPS use only

I haroby certify that thla property is included In the Natlonrl R€ga$ler

Chief ot Registratlon

date

Keeper of the NationalRegister

Attest,
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_l-IlM _9. Major []ibl icgraphical References

ihwestern I nd i ana f rom 'l 800 to I 900. Crown Point,

Stati on

the author,.l900.

in America.Grant, H- Roger and Charl es |^l. Bohi . The Country &n I rc-egBoulder, Colorado, Pruett Publ jshTng eo.,-I9ZB-

&!qll Gazette, August 26 , I 91 0.

Hobart History &Lvocate, No. 3, 1983. Clippings and photo files, Hobart H'istorical Society.

tarle, t,Jjlljam. "The Early History of Northern Lake County," in Demmon. Hjstory of
Lake County. Crown Point,0ld Settlers'Assocjatii:n,'1934, p. 54.

Howatt, l,{. F. 4 Standard History of La-ke Coqlty, Indiana, and the Ca]umet Regiqn.
Chicago, Lewis Publishing Co., .l9.I5. Vol. l, p. 459.

Moore, Powe'11. The Calumet Region. Ind'ianapolis, Indjana, Historica'l Burea, ,l959.

iTEM 
.]0. Verbal Boundary Descrintjon

Part of the Northeast l/4 of Section 32, Twp. 36 North, Range 7 West in the City of
Hobart...: Beginning at the point of intersectjon of the Southerly fine of Lill'ian
Street and the extension of the Easter'ly line of Lot .|2, 

Block 8'in Earle and Davis
Add'ition; thence South 64'48' East a]ong the Southerly line of Lillian Street 50.0 feet;
thence South 25"16'West,50.0 feet; thence South 64"48'East,90.0 feet; thence South
25"16' West,75.0 feet; thence North 64"48' Hest, .l.l9.0 feet; thence North ?5"16' East,
13.0 feet; thence North 64'48'West,21.0 feet; thence North 25']6' East,112.0 feet
to the point of beginning, containing 12,727 square feet.



Pennsylvania Railroad Depot
Ilobart, Indiana
IJTM Reference: 16/479400/4597880
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